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ABSTRACT

The Yellow River Basin is an important ecological barrier and economic zone in China, which plays a
very important role in China's economic and social development and ecological security. However, due to
the geographical particularity of the Yellow River Basin, the vast majority of farmers have long depended
on it for their survival. The ecological environment of the Yellow River Basin affects the development of
rural economy and restricts the progress of consolidating the achievements of poverty alleviation. It can be
said that the steady progress of ecological protection in the Yellow River Basin depends largely on the
process of ecological protection in rural areas. The development of ecological protection in rural areas is
the “last mile” of the process of ecological protection in the whole Yellow River Basin. Since the 18"
National Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC), China has comprehensively deepened reform,
continuously optimized top-level design, made solid progress in promoting ecological progress, and made
coordinated progress in environmental, economic, cultural and other fields; in terms of institutional design,
the overall framework of relevant environmental systems has been basically established through more than
40 reform plans, including the Overall Plan for Institutional Reform of Ecological Civilization, and the
comprehensive and systematic arrangements for the construction of ecological civilization have been made
from overall objectives, basic concepts, main principles, key tasks, and institutional guarantees. In the
Yellow River basin, the single river basin law including the Yellow River Water Regulation and the special

laws including the Rural Revitalization Law as well as Water and Soil Conservation Law fro rural areas
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have been formulated to serve the rural areas of the Yellow River basin, which ensures the high-quality

development of the Yellow River Basin.

However, there are a lot of problems on the governance of the Yellow River Basin in reality,

especially the problems left over the past two thousand years. It can also be seen that the ecological

environment of rural areas in the Yellow River Basin is not optimistic, as shown in the following aspects:

the Yellow River is short of water resources, there is a huge contradiction between water and agricultural

irrigation, and the current water resources in the Yellow River Basin can only effectively irrigate half of the

cultivated land area in the basin; the agricultural acreage is decreasing continuously, urban expansion is

encroaching on rural cultivated land, grassland and forest land; the total amount of pollution in rural areas

is large and there are many sources of pollution. There are a variety of pollution sources in rural areas,

which is not only from the expansion and spread of urban areas, but also from the non-point source

pollution; past pollution prevention and control measures have not been fully effective. Although many

pollution prevention and control schemes have been adopted in rural areas of the Yellow River Basin in the

past, they did not have significant results.

Under the national strategy of ecological protection and high-quality development of the Yellow

River Basin, rural ecological problems shall be effectively solved from the legal system. At present stage,

most of the environmental laws applicable in the Yellow River Basin are general laws, such as the Land

Law, Law on the Prevention and Control of Solid Waste Pollution and Environmental Protection Act. After

careful research, it can be found that these laws, especially the reference values of sewage discharge

standards and solid waste discharge standards are mainly formulated and divided for urban areas, and are

not completely applicable to rural areas of the Yellow River Basin. Therefore, the last part of the paper is to
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form a complete legal application system in rural areas of the Yellow River Basin, and propose to practice

the thought of “two mountains” and set up advanced legal concept from improving the thought of

ecological protection and development, perfecting the legal system and strengthening the team building;

promulgate the Yellow River Protection Law, with a special chapter on rural issues; play the role of the

Yellow River Conservancy Commission and promote the construction of law enforcement teams in rural

areas; improve the quality of farmers and improve the public participation mechanism.

KEY WORDS: Yellow River Basin;Rural areas;Ecological protection;Protection Mechanism
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