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Improving the quality of peer review in research project: A stakeholder perspective
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Abstract: The quality of peer review in research project directly affects the fairness and effectiveness of research resource
allocation. This study, based on stakeholder theory. employs a three-dimensional framework based on power, legitimacy, and
urgency to identify the key actors involved in the review process and analyze their interests and governance dilemmas. The find-
ings reveals that the peer review in research project requires continued efforts to refine procedural standard, foster a supportive
review culture, mitigate process interference, ensure adequate resource investment, and strengthen oversight and evaluation
mechanisms. To address these challenges, the study proposes a co-governance approach that encourages both top-down institu-
tional reforms and bottom-up participation. This approach aims to build a collaborative and inclusive governance system to sup-

port the high-quality development of peer review in research project.
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