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Abstract: Culture is the foundation of various social systems. When we inquire into certain legal phe-
nomenon, we have to pay attention to its cultural genes and institutional expressions. This type of relation-
ship can be seen in the direct interaction between Chinese culture and Chinese civil law. The concept and the
system of civil law in ancient China were generated in the ancient Chinese historical and cultural environ-
ment, reflecting the unique historical choices and cultural consciousness of the ancient Chinese people. In

3

the cultural context of the “new life of the old state”, the convergence between civil law in modern China
and western civil law and the limit to this convergence embodied the relationship between China’s modern
civil law and its traditional culture, and reflected the unity of the regularity and purpose of the development
of Chinese civil law and culture in modern China. General Provisions of Civil Law made for the new era
takes the core socialist values as the legislative purpose of building China’s civil code, showcasing the new
heights of contemporary Chinese civil code culture and speaking of the value and cultural confidence of Chi-
nese legal scholars in integrating historical and cultural resources based on historical materialism. In this
sense, it is safe to say that only when it is combined with Chinese cultural context can China’s civil law
show Chinese characteristics fully and appropriately.

Key words: Chinese civil law; institutional change; cultural context; civil code culture; civil law mod-

ernization
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