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On the Legal Definition and Types of Custom
Guo Shaofei

Abstract: Custom in social life and daily language is different from custom inlaws.
The former includes personal custom and is the base or source of the latter, which is a
kind of behavior model that is formed by repeated practice,a part of legal relationship
and has effectiveness to parties to a legal relationship.Custom is closely related with and
may derive from traditional manners; Custom is distant from taboo that can influence
the behavior choice and mode of people; Custom slightly differs from usage, but they
can be equal approximately; Custom and customary law should be separated strictly on
the base of national law.Custom may be divided into domestic and international custom
by its elements whether involved with foreign countries; personal, bilateral, group and
social custom by its subject scope; factual and legal custom by its legal status; custom
in public law or private law by legal attributes, the former has constitutional custom,
criminal custom and administrative custom,and the latter includes civil or commercial
custom; endogenetic or exogenetic custom by its sources;illegal and legitimate custom

by its legality;regional and industrial custom by its distribution.

Key Words:custom; concept; types




